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NASA’s Pioneer 11 spacecraft 
launched on this day 49 years 
ago. Its mission to explore Jupiter 
and Saturn lasted 22 years.

Look for a conjunction 
of Mars and Saturn low 
in the east-southeast 
sky before sunrise

The United States launched the 
first commercial communications 
satellite, Intelsat I, in 1965, which 
provided the first scheduled 
transoceanic television service.

Apollo 13 launched on this day in 
1970. Although it did not reach the 
Moon as planned, the crew returned 
safely to Earth 6 days later.

Partial Solar Eclipse 
best seen from 
Argentina and also 
visible from parts of 
Antarctica, and over 
the Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans.

Mercury is at its most 
visible as it will be at its 
highest point above the 
horizon in the evening sky.

Lyrids Meteor Shower 
peaks tonight, best viewed 
away from city lights.

Happy Earth Day! Celebrate 
with the Space Racers Cadets 
and watch “Volunteer Day” 
on our YouTube channel.

Free lesson plans 
and family activities 
are available on 
spaceracers.com

The Hubble Telescope 
was launched into 
space in 1990 aboard 
Space Shuttle Discovery

Watch full episodes on 
Amazon Prime Video 
and YouTube Kids

Mary Jackson, 
NASA’s first African 
American woman 
engineer, was born 
on this day in 1921.


